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The Law on Hemp in Lithuania since 2013
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Hemp in Lithuania: from 283 ha  in 2013

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Ha 2479 3921 9182 5285 4780

1ha – 10 thousand m2

2019 EU total 
approx 55000 ha

Aurora Cannabis Inc invests in cannabis processing in 

Lithuania 2019
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Small changes  creeping up .... 2015

• On 3rd of December 2015 the Lithuanian Parliament adopted 

amendments to the Law on Hemp (draft No. XIIP-3589(3). Adds new 

term „hemp for horticulture" - that is, fibrous hemp grown among 

other garden plants for agrotechnical or phytosanitary purposes. In 

this case hemp may cover up to 0.1 ha and up to 20 units of these 

plants per 0.01 ha. For these small areas, hemp cultivation will not 

require sampling for THC testing;

• In addition amendments allow growing of new and experimental 

varieties that can be better adapted to climate in Lithuania, rather 

than earlier more restrictive version allowing to grow only pre-set 

varieties from already existing EU lists; 

NTAKK adressess the Parliament members regarding new 

proposed version of the Law „the risks of attempting to revive 

economy with drugs“  20th of April, 2020 

Proposal:
- permits to manufacture unlimited 
amounts of THC extracts called 
„intermediary products“ – an „in 
between product“ from raw hemp to 
final hemp product;

Proponents argue based on benefits to 
economy: new cosmetic, food, health 
and medical, animal foder and other 
products; 
Also citing international investment;
Main lobby – agricultural, and „hemp 
industry“. 

Ammendments passed
EU notification  procedure initiated on 6th of May, 2020 
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EU notification 

procedure 

Notification Number: 2020/277/LT

Remarks and instructions provided 
by Italy and the European 
Commission (EC): communicate
TRIS/(2020) 02951.

Extended the status quo until 9th of 
November 2020

- Legally binding remarks by EC were ignored by the Seimas of the Republic 

of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Parliament), the process of adoption was

finalized and no response was provided to the EC !!!

- There was no response from EC to no response from the Lithuanian 

Parliament;

17th of December, 2020 – as per unfinished notification 

procedure the Parliament returned to discusssions on the 

amendments in the committees 

7

8



1/8/2023

5

Letter of concern from 
NTAKK to EC

- Ammendments coming into effect 
2021-11-01;

- Allows production of  „intermediary 
hemp products“ with unlimited 
amount of THC;

- Can be stored within a hemp 
production facility;

- Notification procedure – NOT 
finished;

- No response from the parliament to 
the specific comments by the EC; 

There were parallel (regretfully uncoordinated) 
letters on the same subject from Parlament 
members and Lithuanian regulating authority -
informing that notification comments have not 
been incorporated. No known responses from 
EC 

ONLY RESPONSE 06-04-2022 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS 

Directorate D – Internal Security  D.5 – Organised Crime and Drugs The Head of Unit 

Having carefully analysed your letter and the 

law, we came to the conclusion that the 

intention of the law you refer to is not to 

liberalise the use of cannabis. Moreover, the 

law limits the maximum authorised levels of 

tetrahydrocannabinol in the final fibre hemp 

products to 0.2% or even lower levels in case 

of categories of products intended for end use 

and consumption. 

Regarding the notification of the law under 

the procedure provided for in Directive (EU) 

2015/1535, the Commission issued a detailed 

opinion and comments on the notified draft 

text while the Italian authorities issued 

comments. The final text, as adopted, was 

communicated to the Commission on 29 June 

2021, closing the notification procedure. 

- Request 2021-10-28;
- Response 2022-04-06;
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Current Law on Hemp still includes:

- reference to intermediary products containing higher 

concentration of THC than 0,2:  

Article 6 : If during hemp processing intermediary products are formed in which the THC 

content exceeds the permitted limit of 0.2 percent, this requires manufacturer to be a legal entity 

established in the Republic of Lithuania or a subsidiary of a foreign legal entity and other 

organizations holding a permission to carry out such production, during which intermediary 

products of hemp are formed, in which the THC content exceeds the permitted limit of 0.2 

percent (hereinafter - the permit). The permit is issued, refused to be issued, suspended or 

revoked, revokes the suspension of validity, issues duplicates by an institution authorized by the 

Government of the Republic of Lithuania, in accordance with the rules for the production of 

hemp products approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania. A state fee is charged 

for the issuance of permits and their duplicates and for the revision of these permits. Hemp 

intermediate products, in which the THC content exceeds the permitted limit of 0.2 percent, 

must be included in the accounting and used to produce a hemp product that meets the 

requirements of this law, or be handled as waste, including disposal, in accordance with the 
procedure established by the Waste Management Law of the Republic of Lithuania.

Lithuanian institutions against a fee will be issuing permits to produce THC 
extracts !!!  

Promissed economic innovation already on sale on 

Lithuanian webpages 
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Hemp for smoking

One of the largest cannabis farms in Lithuania busted  

2022-12-15 
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Conclusions regarding „the Hemp Law“  

• Allows experimenting with new „unlisted“ varieties; 

• Weak control institutions; 

• Distributed control among many different institutions 
with no coordination mechanism between them;

• Extremely limited control capacity;

• Regulates hemp, creating illusion of control;

• Vague and probably false economical considerations; 

• In the context of planned cannabis consumption and 
possesion decriminalization ammendment. 

THIS DOES REMIND INDUSTRY TACTICS THAT WE KNOW 

FROM ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO

Grey Goose 

Galactic 

martini: 

created to 

toast a global 

partnership! 

15

16



1/8/2023

9

LITHUANIAN TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL CONTROL COALITION 
(NTAKK)

NTAKK – legal association acting since 2008 which currently has 32
member organizations.

NTAKK mission is to promote, advocate and actively work towards
implementation of scientific, evidence-based, effective measures for
control and prevention of the use of all psychoactive substances and
gambling.

NTAKK aims to:

• Unite stakeholders in the field of psychoactive substances
prevention and policy;

• Encourage and develop public and NGO cooperation;

• Advocate for implementation of evidence-based policy;

• Develop, implement and support policy programs, projects, etc.
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