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A brief history
• Heated discussion after the 2016 UNGASS process

– Focus on decriminalization and legalization
– User organizations got a more prominent voice

• The drug policy reform commission was appointed in March 2018
– Mandate: Find out «how the responsibility for sanctions against minor drug offences could 

be transferred from the justice system to the health services»

• Report presented in December 2019
– Called for decriminalization of relatively large quantities of all illicit drugs

• Heated policy discussion (again)
– Focus on heavy users and individual rights



…brief history continued



Aftermath
• Even though decriminalization was rejected, 

the national prosecutor’s guidelines were 
still in effect
– Police still unsure of their role and mandate
– Fewer people caugth for use or possession

• Police and youth workers across the country 
reported that young people perceived drugs 
to be legal/decriminalized

• Courts reduced sentences for people with 
substance use disorders – in line with the 
wish of Parliament

• A vacuum after the reform was rejected



Fewer people caught for drug offences



«Dissuasion commissions»
• 83 % of municipalities have established 

these advisory units
– Exception: mostly small municipalities 

• But very few clients:
– 72 percent of the municipalities had no 

cases – and another 13 percent had 1 case
– A total of 181 cases in the whole country in 

2024
• The municipal advisory units appear to 

take on other tasks
• Integrated into other services

        
    (SINTEF 2025)



New government, new reform

• New Labour government in September 2021
– Promised a new «prevention and treatment reform»

• New expert commission appointed in May 2023 to look into 
various legal aspects of the reform, presented their report in June 
2024

• Government presented their reform in October 2024 and April 
2025
– Drug use should be criminalized with a possibility of prison sentences
– Adults with serious drug problems should normally avioid 

punishment
– Young people should meet before the «drug dissuasion 

commissions»
– Adults without established drug use problems should receive a fine
– Established limits for drug possession for own use
– Police can use saliva tests to prove drug use



New compromise

In June 2025 Labour party (new drug policy reform) and Conservative party (old drug 
policy reform) reached a drug policy compromise:

– Young people who are caught by the police for drug use or posession, will be referred to 
the «drug dissuasion commisions»

– People with problematic drug use will normally be let off with an offer of treatment
– Adults without problematic drug use will get a on-the-spot ticket; if they refuse, they may 

be forced to take a saliva test

An end to the heated debates - though some issues remain



Status today -5 years after decriminalization 
was rejected
• None of the new laws have entered 

into force
• ‘Dissuasion commissions’ largely 

inactive
• Role of police is still unclear
• Number of minor drug crimes still 

sinking
• Ongoing hearing about the 

on-the-spot tickets
– Limits for possession
– Criminal records
– Size of fine




