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The drug situation in Europe in 2026 - an overview

New risks to consumers linked to widespread drug availability

The availability of illicit drugs remains high in Europe, with
multiple substances on the market, often at high potency
or purity. Among these are novel substances, for which
both consumer and scientific knowledge of health risks is
limited, alongside more potent drugs, which carry an
increased likelihood and severity of harm. For drugs such
as cannabis, diverse products are now available, while for
substance groups such as opioids and stimulants, the
variety of substances sold has increased. Concerns
continue about increasing risk levels, especially among
vulnerable and marginalised groups, including poisonings
and deaths from consuming highly potent drugs or novel
substances, possibly unknowingly, in drug mixtures and
tablets, particularly in the context of polysubstance use.

Geopolitical uncertainties, including conflicts and state
destabilisation close to the European Union and in other
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Figure 5a. Prevalence of cannabis use in the last 30 days (percentage)
Figure 21. Lifetime use of cannabis by gender: @ 0%

32-country trend 1995-2024 (percentage) 30-43 5%
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Figure 22. Cannabis use in the last 30 days
by gender: 32-country trend
1995-2024 (percentage)
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EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Brussels, 4.12.2025
COM(2025) 743 final
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Strategic priority 2: Implement evidence-based prevention and risk awareness

The EU should actively engage in preventing and reducing drug use through the implementation
and expansion of robust prevention and awareness raising activities across Member States, while
scaling up evidence-based and effective health interventions.

COOPERATION =®- AND PARTNERSHIPS

2.1. Strengthen effective prevention activities

Evidence-based prevention should be central to the EU’s public health approach to reduce the risks
of drug dependence and drug-related harm. Member States should therefore step up universal
prevention activities. Early prevention programmes should build resilience, increase health

Strategic priority 3: Enhance treatment, recovery and reintegration

Member States should ensure that people who use drugs have access to health and social care by
providing affordable treatment aligned with reintegration and social inclusion activities.

71%) HARM

Strategic priority 7: Reduce individual drug-related harm

In a continuum of care with prevention and treatment, the EU and Member States will increase
the availability of effective harm and risk reduction interventions to protect the people who use
drugs from harm.

EU VALUES, FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

7.1. Increase the availability and coverage of evidence-based harm and risk reduction
interventions
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WHERE IS MARIJUANA LEGAL IN THE U.S.?

Illegal (possession of small amounts

Legal for adult use lllegal conditionally decriminalized)
=4+ Legal for medicinal use =4 Only low-THC legal for medicinal use
Wi
+ + e
MT ND
- -
OR J"“ (Lfe
i MA
0] . o h NY < N
RI
- MI - N +
+ 3 a+
+ 1A PA —
+ NE + + N+
NV + *  oH e+
+ + LN + RS
CA = oy mp +
o + + % VA DC +
KS Mo KY
+ Ne
+ + + ™
Az NM 0K +
AR SC
+
" ,::; AL GA
L th
+
AK &
+ FL
HI
Source: NORML. Data as of late 2024. © Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.
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Avkriminalisering,
aterkriminalisering
och narkotikapolitiska
strategier

— exemplen British Columbia,
Alberta och Oregon
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Why Oregon’s Drug
Decriminalization Failed

The sponsors of the law fundamentally misunderstood the nature of

addiction.

By Keith Humphreys and Rob Bovett
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© Alberta’s ‘compassionate’ drug-policy fix shifts into overdrive

By Donna Kennedy-Glans, Special to National Post
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Period of Transition Europe

En tredje vag tar form
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C ([ O https//internationalcbc.com/lawmakers-approve-ban-on-cannabis-light-in-italy/

June 4, 2025 | Johnny Green | Business, Policy

LAWMAKERS APPROVE BAN ON ‘CANNABIS LIGHT" IN ITALY

The legal saga for low-THC cannabis products in Italy has taken another turn, with lawmakers in the
European nation officially adopting a measure earlier today that bans certain hemp-derived products,
often referred to as ‘cannabis light!
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Once hailed for decriminalizing drug:
Portugal is now having doubts
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By Anthony Faiola and Catarina Fernandes Martins
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Moilanen and Andersson: A myth that
the world is moving towards
legalization

11.03.2026 - There are other paths in
drug policy than just harsh punishments
or legalization. Accurate reforms can
help people in addiction but at the same
time resist commercial interests, write
debaters. @

Ny rapport:
En tredje vag
tar form

En tredje vig tar form

In the Swedish drug debate, the claim is
often repeated that Sweden is extreme, while the rest of the world is moving towards
the legalization and decriminalization of drugs. It's a comfortable story for some, but it's
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Prescribed
Ambiguity:
Medical
Cannabis

in Europe

BETWEEN MEDICINE AND MARKET

The report highlights the need for:
e Clearer distinction
Cannabinoid-based medicines and medical cannabis.

* Clearer frameworks

Absence of a coherent EU-level> framework a fragmented
landscape has developed.

* Patient- and evidence-based regulations
That commercial interests do not drive regulatory changes.

* Similar requirements for evidence, indication, regulatory
approval and follow-up as for other medicines.

* A prioritisation of legislation proposals in cases where the
current regulatory framework is clearly being circumvented.
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Cannabis.net

There once was a tree...

Home / Map Find v Blog & News

I Smoked Marijuana While Pregnant and...
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