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Traffic safety and 
infrastructure

• Nordic vs Baltics

• Policies vs results





• The funding available 
this year for the 
construction and repair 
of national highways is 
only 153 million euros, 
which is the lowest 
amount in the past ten 
years. If the funding is 
not increased, the 
condition of the roads 
will start to deteriorate 
as early as this year.





“Infrastructure” in 
drug policy

• Soros Foundation

• Open Society Fund Lithuania

• Open Estonia Foundation



Missing or 
weak civil 
society

• Differences between the 
Eastern European 
countries and the Nordic 
countries

• Strong policies

• Civil society safety net
• Missing 

infrastructure
• People are dying 

more because 
the roads are 
bad



Latvia: Proposal to 
decriminalize drug use 
for minors
• Proposal: Ministry of Health (January 2025) drafts law to exempt minors 

from criminal liability for drug use.

• Key Points:

• Aim: Promote resocialization, reduce stigma, encourage help-
seeking, prevent overdoses.

• Instead of Criminal: Administrative liability for drug use by 
minors.

• Criminal liability REMAINS for: Acquisition or possession of 
drugs by minors.

• Adults: Warning for first use, criminal liability for repeat use.

• Support: Latvian Medical Association, "Open Creative Center," Drug 
Control Council.

• Draft was submitted for public discussion (until Feb 10).



Mandatory addiction 
treatment for minors 
proposed

• May 8, 2025: Saeima forwards draft "Amendments 
to Medical Treatment Law" to committee.

• Goal: Establish a clear process for mandatory 
addiction treatment for minors with 
excessive/harmful substance use or diagnosed 
addiction.

• Responds to Ombudsman's report (Aug 
2024) highlighting system flaws.

• Aims to resolve contradiction: Medical Law 
(voluntary) vs. Child Rights Law (mandatory 
treatment for substance-induced disorders).

• Timeline: If approved, new article planned 
effective July 1, 2025 (initially for specific 
hospitals).



Latvian Police: 
Conditional openness 
to medical marijuana
• May 13, 2025
• Police Stance:

• Would accept decriminalization 
of medical marijuana IF:
• Medical experts see clear 

benefits.
• It's prescribed by doctors 

(under strict control, like 
other existing 
psychotropics).

• Remain generally 
against decriminalizing 
recreational marijuana (due to 
safety risks).

• Reiterates Police Chief Ruks' 
February stance.



Lithuania: decriminalization 
of small amounts of 
cannabis

• April 2025 – the legal affairs 
committee (TTK) put a previously 
shelved bill back on its docket. 
The draft would replace criminal 
liability for possession of small 
amounts of cannabis with 
warnings or €50-300 fines, rising 
to €300-1 000 for repeat offences.

• Seimas Legal Affairs Committee 
postponed discussion, awaiting 
Justice Ministry’s stance under 
the new government.



Seimas debates drug 
regulation authority

• Proposal (Voted late april 2025): Regulate 
narcotics/psychotropics by Law, not Minister of 
Health's Order.

• Vote: 30 For, 18 Against, 24 Abstained – 
Not approved, sent for improvement.

• Arguments for LAW (Proponent: V. Gailius):
• Need clarity, consistency, 

constitutionality.
• Prevent subjective decisions.
• Address STT concerns: Minister's current 

discretion lacks objective criteria.
• Arguments for MINISTERIAL ORDER 
(Opponents):

• Ensures rapid response to new drug 
threats.

• Legislative process too slow.



Penalties for providing 
premises for drug use 
enacted

• Effective Date: From July 1, 2025

• Action (May 8, 2025): Seimas approved amendments to 
Administrative Offences Code (ANK).

• Vote: 109 for, 0 against, 6 abstained.

• New Fines for Providing Premises for Drug/Psychotropic Use:

• First Offense: €100 - €300

• Repeat Offense: €300 - €700

• Also Increased:

• Fines doubled for providing premises for gambling, 
debauchery, or alcohol consumption (now €60-€120 
first offense; €120-€280 repeat).

• Additional Measure:

• Repeat offenders (especially those with addictions) can 
be mandated to attend prevention, treatment, or 
rehabilitation programs.



CND
• Lithuania was re-elected as a member 

of the UN Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs (CND) for the 2026–2029 term 
after securing 37 votes in the April 4, 
2025 elections. Alongside Lithuania, 
Ukraine and Slovenia also earned seats, 
while Russia and Belarus were not 
elected. Lithuania pledges to continue 
shaping international drug policy and 
accelerating multilateral commitments 
during its second term.



Good Samaritan 
agreement to prevent 
drug deaths

• New Policy (February 2025)
• Good Samaritan Act: Those who call for help 
during drug overdose situations will not be 
punished for drug use or possession of small 
amounts
• Implementation: Only ambulance services 
will respond in most cases, not police
• Goal: Encourage timely help-seeking without 
fear of punishment
• Agreement signed between: Police and 
Border Guard Board, Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Ministry of the Interior, Health Development 
Institute, and Emergency Response Center



Estonia ends quarterly 
wastewater drug testing

• Justice ministry halted the 13-city quarterly wastewater-drug 
survey (2022-2024) on 25 Apr 2025; funding cut replaces it with a 
single 24-h snapshot per year.

• Contract with forensic science institute (EKEI) expired; no new 
state funding allocated for 2025-2026.

• Tervise Arengu Instituut (TAI) maintains twice-yearly week-long 
studies in Tallinn and Tartu; occasional extra city when co-funded.

• Experts warn single-day sampling can miss weekend peaks and 
delay detection of potent synthetics such as nitazenes.

• NGOs press Riigikogu to restore €160 k for quarterly monitoring in 
2026; upcoming EU urban wastewater directive may require more 
frequent testing.
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