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Traffic safety and
Infrastructure

* Nordic vs Baltics

 Policies vs results
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Road builder: four-lane
highways will be completed
in 100 years, if at all

According to current plans, the volumes of road construction will
decrease by about 20% per year and for several years in a row. Four-
lane main roads will be completed in 100 years or even later, if at all,
said Sven Pertens, Chairman of the Management Board of AS TREV-
2 Grupp and the Estonian Infrastructure Construction Association, in
the latest Aripaev Info Bank Infrastructure Construction Report.

[eeli Remmelg
m S s A Share <
icadl O OIS L UL U




UUDISED ~ LASTELE JUPITER ~

ised EesTi ARVAMUS MAJANDUS VALISMAA KULTUUR SPORT EETER TE

giteedele eraldatud raha on viimase kimne * The funding available

sta kdige vaiksem this year for the

NDUS RIGITEEDELE ERALDATUD RAHA ON VIMASE KUMNE ASTA KBIGE VAKSEM construction and repair
2o QD P aa® of national highways is
e | 1 only 153 million euros,
which is the lowest
amount in the past ten
years. If the funding is
PTIES s not increased, the
e T — condition of the roads
Riigi maanteede ehitamiseks ja remondiks on ténavu kasutada vaid 153 will start to deteriorate

eurot, mis on viimase kiimne aasta kdige vdiksem rahastus. Kui rahastus .
suurendata, hakkab teede seisund juba sellest aastast halvenema, as ear l_y ast h 1S ye ar.

Tanavu kaib uute riigimaanteede ehitus vaid Parnu kandis. Suuremate obj
kaart on hore, sest Libatse-Nurme voi Sauga-Parnu maanteele lisaks on teg
vaid Rail Balticu ristumiste ehitusega. Ulejaanud t66d on vaiksemad.

"Umbes peaaegu kolmandik voi veidi enam tdid on vahem kui eelmisel aastal.
Eelmisel aastal jdudsime kuskil 1400 kilomeetrile, sellel aastal veidi lle tuhande,’
lausus transpordiameti peadirektor Priit Sauk.
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Minister: Estonia's traffic safety program has
failed

NEWS

Toomas Pott
13.02.2025 11:55

A broken barrier on the Tallinna-Pamu-lkia highway. Source: Ken MUrk/ERR

The latest traffic safety program has failed, and fatalities have risen rather than
fallen, Minister of Infrastructure Vladimir Svet (SDE.) A new program must
improve both people's traffic behavior and road conditions.

Traffic statistics show the number of accidents has increased over the last four
years: in 2021, there were over 1,500, while last year the number exceeded
1,900. The number of fatalities has risen from 55 to 69.

However, the national traffic safety program for 20162025 aimed to reduce the



e Soros Foundation

“I nfraStrUCture” In * Open Society Fund Lithuania
dl‘ug pOUCy * Open Estonia Foundation

“...] T think that if it were not for that special programme of the Open Society Fund Lithuania, nothing
would have happened [...]"*"

“|.-.] the fact that the S8808 Foundation Board in Latvia did not support the decision to open a harm reduction
programme then is one of the possible reasons why pharmacological opioid therapy was not rooted and
established here. Although since 1996 Latvia also started to use pharmacological methadone therapy, which
until 2008 remained the only such programme in the country, it was very poorly evaluated by both patients
and by local and international specialists [...]""




* Differences between the e Strong policies

Missing or
g EaStem European . * Civil society safety net
o countries and the Nordic o
weak civil o mies . Missing
. infrastructure
SOC|ety * People are dying

more because
the roads are
bad
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Rosina nepilngadigos atbrivot no
kriminalatbildibas par narkotisko vielu lietoSanu

Dalities: o 0 @ O

Jauniesi. Attéls ilustrativs. LETA, Sintija Zandersone

27. janvaris, 14:33 Latvija © LETA

Veselibas ministrija (VM) ir sagatavojusi likuma grozijumus, kas paredz
nepilnegadicos atbrivot no kriminalatbildibas par narkotisko vielu lietosanu.

Latvia: Proposal to
decriminalize drug use
for minors

*  Proposal: Ministry of Health (January 2025) drafts law to exempt minors
from criminal liability for drug use.
* Key Points:

. Aim: Promote resocialization, reduce stigma, encourage help-
seeking, prevent overdoses.

. Instead of Criminal: Administrative liability for drug use by
minors.

. Criminal liability REMAINS for: Acquisition or possession of
drugs by minors.

*  Adults: Warning for first use, criminal liability for repeat use.

Support: Latvian Medical Association, "Open Creative Center," Drug
Control Council.

Draft was submitted for public discussion (until Feb 10).
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SKAIDROJUMI Zini savas tiesibas un iespejas!

Visi raksti =~ Skaidrojums = Likumprojekts @ Stajas spéka  Infografika
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Mandatory addiction
treatment for minors
proposed

* May 8, 2025: Saeima forwards draft "Amendments
to Medical Treatment Law" to committee.

* Goal: Establish a clear process for mandatory
addiction treatment for minors with
excessive/harmful substance use or diagnosed
addiction.

* Responds to Ombudsman's report (Aug
2024) highlighting system flaws.

* Aims to resolve contradiction: Medical Law
(voluntary) vs. Child Rights Law (mandatory
treatment for substance-induced disorders).

* Timeline: If approved, new article planned
effective July 1, 2025 (initially for specific
hospitals).



Latvian Police:

Conditional openness Police would accept decriminalization of medical marijuana
to medical ma rijuana if experts see benefits

£ 2025-05-13 W LETA/TBT Staff

RIGA - Police would accept the decriminalization of medical marijuana if experts see benefits from it, LETA was told at the

® May 1 3, 2025 State Police.

i iceisg ally agai arijuana, as it ca afety ri if pr ionals i
) Pollce Sta nce: The State Police is generally against decriminalizing the use of marijuana, as it can pose safety risks, but if professionals in

the field see benefits of its use for medical purposes and the substance is prescribed by doctors, then this would be

* Would accept decriminalization
of medical marijuana IF:
* Medical experts see clear
benefits.
* |t's prescribed by doctors

(u n d er S:trl Ct contro l’ ll ke marijuana - capsules, extracts, tablets -, stressing that medical marijuana should be part of the Latvian healthcare system.
other existing _ ‘
h . The Progressives argue that medical cannabis in the form of tablets, capsules or extracts can be the most effective or even
psyC Ot ro p | CS) . the only solution for patients with chronic pain, nausea, muscle spasms and other symptoms associated with conditions
° Re main ge nera l.l.y such as multiple sclerosis or cancer.
against decriminalizing

acceptable, police representatives said.
Psychotropic substances are already used in medicine, but their circulation is strictly controlled, the State Police added.

As reported, State Police chief Armands Ruks said in February that he does not support the decriminalization of drug use,

but if experts agreed on that, he would not be opposed to a legal use of marijuana for medical purposes.

At the beginning of April, the board of the Progressives party decided to press ahead with the proposal to legalize medical

Highly regulated drugs such as opioids and fentanyl patches are already prescribed to certain patients, assessing all the the

i i indications and risks. In other countries, cannabis-containing products are also prescribed as such highly controlle
recreational marijuana (due to d d risks. In ot b ¢ prod Iso prescribed as such highly lled
Safety I’iSkS). medicines.

° Reiterates PO llce Chief Ruks' According to the Progressives, the current forbidding regulation forces patients to buy or import marijuana or its
February Stance preparations illegally. "Patients do not discuss the issue with their health care providers and can choose wrong dozes or an

unsuitable product, thus harming themselves,” the party argues.



Lithuania 2025.04.09 11:47

The Seimas TTK asks for a new position of the . : e e .
Ministry on the decriminalization of small Lithuania: decriminalization

——— o of small amounts of
amounts of cannabis S —

0 = :

* April 2025 - the legal affairs
w_ committee (TTK) put a previously
. | shelved bill back on its docket.

' ‘ The draft would replace criminal
liability for possession of small
amounts of cannabis with
warnings or €50-300 fines, rising
to €300-1 000 for repeat offences.

* Seimas Legal Affairs Committee
postponed discussion, awaiting
Justice Ministry’s stance under
the new government.
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Aktualijos Epika Mediateka Radioteka Kultara Sportas Vaikams

Seimas nepritare siulymui narkotines medziagas
reguliuoti Istatymu, o ne ministro isakymu e

Jadvyga Bieliavska, ELTA
2025.05.04 17:42

Narkotikai (asociatyvi nuotr.) | Shutterstock nuotr.

Laisvalaikis

Seimas debates drug
regulation authority

* Proposal (Voted late april 2025): Regulate
narcotics/psychotropics by Law, not Minister of
Health's Order.

* Vote: 30 For, 18 Against, 24 Abstained -
Not approved, sent forimprovement.

* Arguments for LAW (Proponent: V. Gailius):

* Need clarity, consistency,
constitutionality.

* Prevent subjective decisions.

* Address STT concerns: Minister's current
discretion lacks objective criteria.

* Arguments for MINISTERIAL ORDER
(Opponents):
* Ensuresrapid response to new drug
threats.

* Legislative process too slow.
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Aktualijos Epika Mediateka Radioteka Kultara

Lietuvoje 2025.05.08 11:39

Sportas

Vaikams

Laisvalaiki:

Uz patalpu suteikima narkotiku vartojimui gres iki

700 eury siekiancios baudos m=

Jadvyga Bieliavska, ELTA
2025.05.08 11:39

Narkotikai. Asociatyvi | E. BlaZio / LRT nuotr.

Penalties for providing
premises for drug use
enacted

* Effective Date: From July 1, 2025

* Action (May 8, 2025): Seimas approved amendments to
Administrative Offences Code (ANK).

U Vote: 109 for, 0 against, 6 abstained.

* New Fines for Providing Premises for Drug/Psychotropic Use:
. First Offense: €100 - €300
. Repeat Offense: €300 - €700

¢ Also Increased:

. Fines doubled for providing premises for gambling,
debauchery, or alcohol consumption (now €60-€120
first offense; €120-€280 repeat).

¢ Additional Measure:

. Repeat offenders (especially those with addictions) can
be mandated to attend prevention, treatment, or
rehabilitation programs.



CND

e

=. COMMISSION . oo i
— ! * Lithuania was re-elected as a member
0 N NAR COTI C : of the UN Commission on Narcotic

= DRUGS 4 Drugs (CND) for the 2026-2029 term
Yy after securing 37 votes in the April 4,
iy, 2025 elections. Alongside Lithuania,

1 s, Ukraine and Slovenia also earned seats,

CND UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS while Russia and Belarus were not

POLICYMAKING BODY OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM WITH RIME RESPONSIBILITY FOR DRUG-RELATED MATTERS elected. Lithuania pledges to continue
shaping international drug policy and

accelerating multilateral commitments
during its second term.




Good Samaritan
agreement to prevent
drug deaths

* New Policy (February 2025)

* Good Samaritan Act: Those who call for help
during drug overdose situations will not be
punished for drug use or possession of small
amounts

* Implementation: Only ambulance services
will respond in most cases, not police

* Goal: Encourage timely help-seeking without
fear of punishment

* Agreement signed between: Police and
Border Guard Board, Ministry of Social Affairs,
Ministry of the Interior, Health Development
Institute, and Emergency Response Center

HEA SAMARIITLASE AKT

NARKOOTIKUMID
VALMISTAVAD MURET
JA TEKITAVAD KUSIMUSI?
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Narkootikumide seireuuringut hakatakse
tegema vaid kord aastas

UUDISED

Hanneli Rudi
25.04.2025 21:19

n Kuula artiklit 4 min

NARKOOTIKUMIDE SEIREUURINGUT HAKATAKSE TEGEMA VAID KORD AASTAS
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Foto: Ken MUrk/ERR

Eelarvekarbete tottu on justiitsministeerium otsustanud loobuda kord kvartalis
tehtavatest narkootikumide seireuuringust ja edaspidi uuritakse narkootikumide
levikut tihel padeval aastas. Tervise Arengu Instituudi (TAl) sénul on keemiliselt
objektiivne info narkootikumide leviku kohta vajalik, kuna Eesti narkoturg on nii
muutlik, et tegelikult tarvitajad ise ka sageli ei tea, mida nad tarvitavad.

Riigil on vahe v8imalusi, et narkootikumide levikul silma peal hoida. Uheks
voimaluseks on reovee seireuuring, Nii voeti alates 2022. aastast kord kvartalis
13 Eesti linnast proove, et ndha narkootikumide tarvitamise trende.

"Peamised trendid on need, et meie turul levib kolm ainet, milleks on kanep,

Estonia ends quarterly
wastewater drug testing

Justice ministry halted the 13-city quarterly wastewater-drug
survey (2022-2024) on 25 Apr 2025; funding cut replaces it with a
single 24-h snapshot per year.

Contract with forensic science institute (EKEI) expired; no new
state funding allocated for 2025-2026.

Tervise Arengu Instituut (TAI) maintains twice-yearly week-long
studies in Tallinn and Tartu; occasional extra city when co-funded.

Experts warn single-day sampling can miss weekend peaks and
delay detection of potent synthetics such as nitazenes.

NGOs press Riigikogu to restore €160 k for quarterly monitoring in
2026; upcoming EU urban wastewater directive may require more
frequent testing.
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