NordAN 2025 resolution ideas
#1 Prevention-first EU drug strategy, with a concrete response to polydrug and synthetics
NordAN calls on EU institutions and member states to put prevention at the centre of the next EU Drug Strategy and its action plan, with clear funding and measurable targets. The priority is to reduce initiation and escalation, especially among young people, through evidence-based universal and selective prevention in schools, families and communities, and through brief interventions in healthcare and social services. Update the strategy for today’s polydrug use and stronger synthetics, with early warning, quick risk messages, and wider access to effective treatment. Civil society and municipalities need predictable support to implement high-quality prevention and harm-reduction services, and monitoring should report on prevention coverage and quality, not only seizures or arrests. This direction is consistent with recent warnings from the EU drugs agency leadership about rising polydrug patterns and synthetic threats.
#2 Health taxes with earmarking, to safeguard prevention and civil society capacity
NordAN urges national governments to raise real prices on alcohol through excise taxation and to earmark a defined share of revenue for prevention, treatment, research, and civil society action. With public budgets under pressure and EU-level funding instruments evolving, earmarking can secure the continuity and independence of NGO work and keep prevention programmes stable at the local level. This approach aligns with the WHO “3 by 35” initiative that encourages at least a 50 percent real price increase on alcohol, tobacco and sugary drinks by 2035 to reduce harm and generate domestic health financing. Countries should adopt transparent earmarking rules, publish annual spending reports, and involve civil society in planning and oversight to ensure funds reach frontline prevention and support services where they are most effective.
In Global Alcohol Action Plan 2022-2030 is this recommendation: “Consider, when appropriate in national contexts, the development and implementation of earmarked funding or  contributions from alcohol tax revenues or other revenues that are linked to alcohol beverage production and trade, or establishing a dedicated fund for reducing the harmful use of alcohol and increasing the coverage and quality of prevention and treatment interventions for disorders due to alcohol use and associated health conditions.”

