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Conservative ideologies view drugs primarily as a moral 

problem, posing a threat to social order and community values, 

leading to strict laws and severe punishments to uphold societal 

norms.

Conservative 
views
Drugs as moral threat to society



Conservative and religious 
views on alcohol policy

Alcohol is viewed as a cultural heritage, 

reflecting traditions that emphasize personal 

responsibility rather than strict regulations; 

this perspective allows for more tolerance 

compared to other substances.

Tradition and culture

Historical bans, such as Prohibition, have led 

to a shift towards greater acceptance of 

alcohol; lessons learned have fostered a 

more balanced approach to regulation and 

responsibility.

Prohibition and tolerance



Cultural identity influences policy views on drugs and alcohol, 

leading to softer regulations for substances tied to national 

heritage and stricter rules for "outsider" drugs.

Ideological 
patterns
Cultural identity shapes perspectives



Progressive and left-wing ideologies advocate for drug policies 

focusing on public health and social justice, promoting 

decriminalization and harm reduction as solutions to inequality 

and health disparities.

Progressive 
views
Emphasizing health and justice for all



Progressive ideologies advocate for harm 

reduction as a practical approach, 

emphasizing evidence-based strategies 

to minimize the negative impacts of drug 

use rather than punitive measures.

Harm reduction

Treatment is prioritized over punishment 

in left-wing policies, recognizing drug use 

as a public health issue, promoting access 

to rehabilitation services and social 

support systems for affected individuals.

Treatment focus

Prevention strategies aim to address the 

root causes of substance use, leveraging 

education and community engagement 

to promote healthier choices and reduce 

future drug-related harms.

Prevention strategies

Harm reduction, treatment, and prevention approaches

Progressive and Left-Wing 
Views



Progressive and Left-Wing 
views on alcohol

Focus on health and fairness.
Regulate, don’t ban.
Use taxes, limits, and marketing rules to reduce 
harm.
Protect vulnerable groups and base decisions on 
evidence.



Libertarians advocate for minimal government intervention, 

believing adults should make their own choices regarding drug 

use. This perspective prioritizes personal responsibility and 

education over restrictive laws.

Freedom and 
choice
Emphasizing personal responsibility in drug use



Libertarians advocate for minimal state intervention in 
alcohol regulations, emphasizing personal freedom 
and responsibility while opposing high taxes and 
monopolistic practices that limit consumer choice.

Libertarian 
alcohol policy



Authoritarian regimes often view drugs as threats to national 

order, leading to harsh punishments. Alcohol is treated more 

flexibly, reflecting cultural perceptions and power dynamics in 

society.

Control and 
order
Authoritarian approaches to substance policy



Conservatives often view alcohol as a cultural staple, integral 

to national identity, while perceiving drugs as external threats. 

This dual perspective shapes their policies and public discourse.

Why right talks 
differently
Alcohol as heritage, drugs as menace



Progressives argue that the drug war is a significant harm that 

worsens societal issues, focusing on evidence-based 

approaches to minimize risks associated with substance use and 

promote social justice.

Why left talks 
differently
Understanding drug policy through a progressive lens



Cannabis reform timeline

Medical use

Medical cannabis 
legalized in 

Germany since 
2017.

Coalition formed

Coalition after 2021 
enables reform 
discussions on 

cannabis.

Pilots initiated

Pilot programs for 
cannabis clubs to 
follow legalization.

Cannabisgesetz

Legalization law 
allows personal 
use and growth.



The Greens advocate for evidence-

based policies, focusing on reason rather 

than punishment, aiming to create a safer 

environment while promoting sustainable 

practices in cannabis use.

Greens

The FDP emphasizes freedom and 

market principles, supporting cannabis 

reform to relieve police resources and 

allow personal choice, reflecting their 

broader libertarian ideology on substance 

use.

FDP

The SPD prioritizes social justice and 

health, pushing for reforms that aim to 

protect youth, ensure equitable access, 

and clear criminal records, fostering a 

more inclusive approach to cannabis 

legislation.

SPD

Ideological motives behind reform

Coalition drivers



The cannabis reform in Germany has faced mixed reactions, 
revealing ideological divides among parties. While some 
support progress, others express concerns over potential 
consequences on society and health.

Opposition and 
reactions



The cannabis reform in Germany highlights how 
ideological diversity shapes policies. Despite 
different approaches, the shared goal is to 
balance liberty, health, and social justice.

Interim report in September 2025.

Conclusion: 
different routes



Connect for further discussions

Thank you

Email

Beekmann@nordan.org

www.nordan.org


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

